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Bavarian Library Network

• More than 17 million title records

• 5.5 million personal name authority records

• 1.4 million authority records for corporate bodies

• 846.000 authority records for subject headings

• the complete National Journals and Serials Database 
(ZDB)

• a database with library addresses

• a database with RVK classification

• and a database with 16th century German prints (VD16)
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Local library systems

• Aleph500 

• Bibliotheca

• SunRise

• Libraries without local systems that keep their local 
holdings in the library network system and have Allegro-
based local OPACs
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Library Networks with Aleph500 Systems

hbz
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BVB

… and the Austrian 
Library Network (OBV)
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Special features of the MAB format

• Title/authority links via identification numbers

• Title/title links via identification numbers

• Multi-part works with lean records for the single volume

• Controlled sequence of subject headings
(Schlagwortketten)
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Advantages of a MARC-based catalogue
for the purposes of the Bavarian Library Network

• Copy cataloguing will be easier

• Standardized interfaces to other systems, for example 
for long-term archiving systems

• MARC 21 will continue to exist in the next ten years -
MAB will not be developed any further

• The next-generation library systems will support 
MARC 21 interfaces



8

Important cataloging features 
in the current (MAB-based) system

• Data entry forms for easy recording, for example for 
encoding fields 

• Easy copying of authority records from the authority file

• Fast copy cataloguing (incl. non-Roman scripts) using a 
lot of Z39.50 targets in Germany and Austria, as well as 
WorldCat
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Task Force of the Aleph Library Networks

In 2007 and 2008 the task force discussed four options for
the change to MARC 21

• MARC 21 as a cataloguing format as it is used in a lot of 
libraries worldwide

• MARC 21 as it is used in Swiss Aleph libraries

• MAB embedded in MARC 21

• MAB used as an internal format and MARC 21 used as 
an exchange format
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Recommendation of the Committees of the University 
Librarians and the Librarians of the Universities of 
Applied Sciences

MARC 21 should be implemented as it is used in the
international MARC community

• Title/title relationships

• Multi-part works

• Controlled sequence of subject headings
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What will be similar to the MAB-based system? 

• MARC 21 will be used as an internal format, as a format
for cataloguing and as an exchange format

• Real-time communication interface to the National 
Authority File

• Communication interface to Zeitschriftendatenbank 
(ZDB, Serials Database) via OAI
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What will be different in the MARC-based system? 

• the sequence of the tags will be different

• there are a lot more subfields in the MARC 21 format

• there will be only one single authority file

• …

catalogers have to learn the „MARC 21 language“
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MAB record MARC record
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The next steps will be …

• to define a catalogue of requirements for the MARC-
based Aleph system

• to define and develop the common German Authority 
File – this is indispensable for the MARC-based system

• to set up a time schedule together with the local systems

… then we will achieve the landscape „MARC“
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Thank you for your attention

gabriele.messmer@bsb-muenchen.de


